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Building a Common Language

What are the components of green 
infrastructure?



What’s new?
•Retrofit NETWORKS of plazas, streetscapes 
and public open spaces

•Seek DIVERSITY of experiences

•Non-traditional PROCESS

•Maximize public-private sector 
PARTNERSHIPS
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Defining Green Infrastructure

“…the network of open spaces in and around 
cities that enhances economic vitality, 
sustains natural systems, connects people to 
the natural world, and increases individual 
and community well being.”

Community Open Space Partnership
Working Principles, Spring 2002



Elements of Green 
Infrastructure are 

Everywhere…

(provided you know where to look)



Retrofitting Green 
Infrastructure: Opportunities

Large tracts of un-built land
Large tracts of contaminated land
Vacant and/or tax delinquent 
properties
Environmental corridors



Retrofitting Green 
Infrastructure: More 
Opportunities

DOT construction remnants
Dilapidated housing, commercial, or 
industrial structures
Streetscapes
Floodplains

Retrofitting Green Infrastructure: More Opportunities

• DOT construction remnants
• Dilapidated housing, commercial, or 

industrial structures
• Streetscapes
• Floodplains



FondyFondy--North NeighborhoodNorth Neighborhood

Provide hope
Empower disenfranchised citizens
Advocate for systemic change



Environmental JusticeEnvironmental Justice

<1.5% of neighborhood’s acreage maintained by 
Milwaukee County Park System
16% of land city-owned, tax delinquent vacant property
Diminished air, water, and soil quality
Uninviting and un-educational schoolyards
Harsh streetscapes
Declining real estate values
Poorly maintained public infrastructure
20,000 people call this neighborhood home
Moody Park—closed since 2002
Johnsons Park—lowest standardized test scores (Public 
Spaces, Public Priorities by the Policy Forum, 2002)



FondyFondy--NorthNorth: Vegetation Analysis: Vegetation Analysis
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FondyFondy--NorthNorth: School Yards: School Yards



FondyFondy--NorthNorth: Draft Green Infrastructure Plan: Draft Green Infrastructure Plan



Where do you look for Opportunities?

Industrial Corridor

Vacant parcels



Opportunities

Unimproved streetscapes

Undeveloped lands



Opportunities

Underutilized Lands

Redevelopment Initiatives







Why does Fondy/North hold promise?

Community support for establishment of a 
green infrastructure system
Significant acreage that is currently vacant, 
tax delinquent, city-owned
Brownfields and underutilized post-industrial 
landscapes
Redevelopment initiatives that are currently 
being planned and implemented

Unleashing Avalanche of SupportUnleashing Avalanche of Support

Finding “fire souls”
Education
Inventory and analysis of vegetation 
Creating a Green Infrastructure Plan
Seeking endorsements
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Unleashing Avalanche of SupportUnleashing Avalanche of Support

Reaching out to all
Identifying a common vision
Designing landscape alternatives
Green-seedling awards
Policy reform
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DecisionDecision--making Through Collaborationmaking Through Collaboration

• Citizens & 
Neighborhood Groups

• Governments
• Environmental & 

Recreation Agencies
• Social Service 

Organizations
• Businesses
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green infrastructure system
Significant acreage that is currently vacant, 
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PROJECT BENEFITS THROUGH DESIGN

ENVIRONMENTAL
Improve air, water & soil quality
Reduce energy consumption 
through restored urban forest
Incorporate advanced storm 
water management strategies
Improve walk-ability and bike-
ability



Why does Fondy/North hold promise?

Community support for establishment of a 
green infrastructure system
Significant acreage that is currently vacant, 
tax delinquent, city-owned
Brownfields and underutilized post-industrial 
landscapes
Redevelopment initiatives that are currently 
being planned and implemented

PROJECT BENEFITS THROUGH DESIGN

SOCIAL
Eliminate known threats to health and public 
safety
Increase socialization to ease emotional 
stress and depression
Decrease threat of crime
Stimulate active lifestyles to combat obesity, 
heart disease, and diabetes



Why does Fondy/North hold promise?

Community support for establishment of a 
green infrastructure system
Significant acreage that is currently vacant, 
tax delinquent, city-owned
Brownfields and underutilized post-industrial 
landscapes
Redevelopment initiatives that are currently 
being planned and implemented

PROJECT BENEFITS THROUGH DESIGN

ECONOMIC
Enhance residential and commercial property 
values 
Build a “sustainable tax base”
Attract and retain commercial and residential 
investments
Increase worker satisfaction & job production
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